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APPENDIX, The bill, as it stood for the second reading, alleged,
as the ground of the claim, that Mr. Hodges had ad-
vanced money to the zemindar for the express purpose of
enabling him to pay his tribute to the Company. The
court felt, that if that allegation could be distinctly
proved, although it would not afford any pretence in law
or in equity for demanding reimbursement out of the Com-
pany's funds, yet that there might be some consideration
due to the claim as against the zemindar, and therefore the
court abstained from petitioning against the bill upon its
second reading. But in the bill, in its altered shape, that
ground is abandoned, and it is simply alleged that, in
consequence of Mr. Hodges's loan, the zemindar was the
better enabled to acquit himself of his pecuniary obliga-
tions to the Company. If the bill had proceeded upon
this ground in the first instance, the court would assuredly
have taken measures to oppose the second reading, as
they could not for an instant have tolerated the principle,
that the Company were to interfere for the payment of
the private debts of a zemindar, much less, that they
were themselves to pay those debts, merely upon the
plea that he, by contracting them, obtained a facility to
discharge debts due to other persons.
The bill, in its original state, must, in the committee's
judgment, have been rejected, since the allegation upon
which it rested could not be substantiated; and if the
select committee should present the bill as altered, and
the house should permit it to pass, the Company will, by
an alteration made after the second reading, have been
deprived of the opportunity of being heard by counsel at
the bar of the house against the principle of the measure;
a privilege never, it is believed, denied to the meanest
subject of the crown, when it is sought to attack his in-
terests in any way, but more especially when the object
is, as in the present case, to establish by a private bill a